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PROCEEDINGS 

OF 

THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY. 

1837. No. 7. 



November 13. 

Rev. B. LLOYD, D. D., Provost, T. C. D., President, 
in the Chair. 

Robert Shaw, Esq., Bushy Park, was elected an ordinary, 
and Captain W. H. Smith, an honorary member of the 
Academy. 



Rev. Dr. Wall, Senior Fellow of Trinity College, read a 
paper on the " Original State of the Text of the Hebrew 
Bible, and on the Nature, Age, and Origin of the Sanscrit 
Writing and Language;" but he only touched upon the 
first subject as far as was necessary for the introduction of 
the second. 

All the letters of the Hebrew text, in its original state, 
were employed as signs of syllables, beginning with conso- 
nants, and ending with vowels. The vowel part of every 
syllable being variable, it was left to the judgment of the 
reader to determine, for each place of the occurrence of a 
letter, the vowel which his knowledge of the language 
showed him was required by the context. Even still, near 
four-fifths of the vowels must, in reading the present un- 
pointed text, be supplied in a similar manner ; the only dif- 
ference being, that they are no longer considered to be 
included in what the letters express, the powers of those 
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letters having been decomposed, in consequence of which 
they are now used as consonants. The remaining portion 
of the text at present, indeed, exhibits signs for the vowel 
as well as the consonantal ingredients of the syllables, three 
of the letters, namely, haleph, yod, and warn, being occasion- 
ally diverted from their original use to the purpose of vocal 
designation, the first of them with the power of A ; the se- 
cond, as E or I ; and the third, as O or U; but where they 
are now, or rather where they formerly were so employed, 
(for in many places of the Hebrew text, characters are at 
present considered as vowel-letters, where the Greek ren- 
dering of the proper names clearly shows that they could not 
have been read as such at the time when the Septuagint 
translation was framed,) they constitute no part of the origi- 
nal Writing, and were introduced into it by the Jews, after 
the Greek version had made them but very slightly ac- 
quainted with the value of such signs. Had they previously 
become more familiar with the subject, they would of course 
have adopted at least five vowel-letters instead of three, and 
they would have vocalized the whole of the text, instead of 
only about one-fifth part of it. But however imperfectly and 
irregularly this vocalization was made, — and the very im- 
perfection and irregularity which are observable in it, now 
contribute to the proof of its human origin ; — still at the time 
of its insertion it was a most providential addition to the sa- 
cred text, to preserve the true meaning of the word of God ; 
an object which in most, though by no means in all instances, 
it has certainly effected. 

The correctness of this statement respecting the adven- 
titious nature of the Hebrew vowel-letters, is proved by the 
very large proportion of the discrepancies between the He- 
brew text and Septuagint version, which can be removed by 
a different insertion of those letters in the original : and the 
proof thus supplied is confirmed by the Samaritan Penta-, 
teuch, in which, indeed, it is the same set of letters that are . 
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employed as vowel signs, but they are inserted in quite a 
different manner, the yod and warn much more frequently, 
and the haleph, though not very often, yet oftener than in 
the Hebrew ; whence it is clearly evident, that they were 
introduced into this text at a later period, and when the use 
of such signs had become better understood. It is further 
to be observed, that the same vocalization also pervades all 
the other kinds of Shemitic writing used in Asia, but is 
Jiiller, and, consequently, of later insertion in each of them 
than in the Hebrew. And as it is inconceivable that so very 
peculiar a system of vowel signs should have been adopted 
by different people independently of each other, the proba- 
bility is, that the Jews alone derived it immediately from 
their acquaintance with Greek writing, and that the other 
Asiatic tribes of the Shemitic class took it from them. 

On the other hand, the vocalization of the Abyssinian 
syllabary is wholly different from that which is common to 
every other species of Shemitic writing, and must have been 
derived from immediate observation of the Greek Scriptures ; 
as the Ethiopic translation of the Bible affords very decisive 
evidence that it was made, not from the Hebrew original, 
but from the Septuagint version. Two of the letters, with 
their powers, are here subjoined as a specimen : 

Taw. + "V t t *t + •f 

ta tit t» to te te to 

Kaf. n 7v- n. n n. ft r* 

kti ku k» ka ke ke ko 

The period when the first column of this syllabary was de- 
rived from some Shemitic alphabet cannot now be ascer- 
tained ; but a limit to the age of the system, in its present 
improved form, can be deduced from ecclesiastical history ; 
for the Abyssinians first received the Scriptures when they 
were converted to Christianity by Frumentius, who was 
consecrated bishop of Axum in the year of our Lord 335 j 
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and there is not the slightest probability of their having 
studied the nature of Greek writing before it became to 
them the medium of religious instruction. 

In order to compare the Abyssinian and Sanscrit sylla- 
baries, it is necessary to leave out of consideration the 
vowel sounds, in the latter system, oi'i in wine, and of ou in 
pound, which do not occur in the Abyssinian language ; as 
also the powers n, n, H, II, an, ah, which the Brahmans, 
through gross ignorance of the subject, have included among 
their vowels. After this reduction, the syllables denoted by 
the first of the Sanscrit letters will stand as follows : 

ka ka k? kl kit ku ke ko 

Each of the other letters undergoes similar modifications of 
shape for similar alterations of its syllabic powers. 

Dr. Wall then proceeded to point out the close corres- 
pondence which subsists between the two systems. Of the 
many indications of their connexion, only two can be here 
noticed. 1 . Whenever an Ethiopic letter has no mark added 
to it, the syllable it then denotes regularly ends in a short a ; 
the same rule is also observed in the case of every Sanscrit 
letter. 2. Every syllable of the Ethiopic alphabet, as well 
as every simple syllable of the Ethiopic language, begins 
with a consonantal, and ends with a vocal power ; the same 
remark applies to every syllable of the Sanscrit syllabary, 
but not to every simple syllable of the Sanscrit language. 

A connexion between the two alphabets having been 
proved, the circumstance last noticed still farther serves to 
show the order which holds in that connexion, even without 
any reference to what has been already stated upon the 
origin of the Ethiopic alphabet. Of the systems compared 
together, the Sanscrit syllabary must have been that which 
was derived from the other ; for it agrees with that other in 
a peculiarity suited to the Ethiopic, but not at all adapted 
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to the Sanscrit language, in which there are several syllables 
beginning with vowel sounds. To express such syllables the 
Brahmans were obliged to adopt the European method, as 
soon as their intercourse with the Greeks made them ac- 
quainted with it. Their persevering in the use of their syl- 
labary after they had acquired vowel letters, shows that they 
were incapable of arriving at this improvement by their own 
efforts ; and they could not have learned it from observation 
of any Shemitic writing, as in no kind of that writing are 
vowel letters found placed before consonants for the expres- 
sion of simple syllables. Thus the writing in the Devanagari 
character at present exhibits the very extraordinary phe- 
nomenon of two different sorts of alphabets employed toge- 
ther; and it could not have been advanced to this state 
before the fifth, or perhaps before the sixth century ; for 
the Pundits must have been long habituated to their sylla- 
bary alone, or they would have deserted it as soon as they 
came to learn the use of a superior alphabet. 

In support of this view of the subject, Dr. Wall adduced 
several arguments from history, from astronomy, from the 
serious difficulties with which the opinion at present re- 
ceived is embarrassed, from the nature of the Sanscrit lan- 
guage, and from its grammatic structure. 



Dr. Orpen presented the accounts, and petition to Par- 
liament. 

Ordered, — " That the seal of the Academy be annexed." 
Resolved,—" That the Academy cannot receive the inti- 
mation of the vacancy that has occurred in Council since 
their last meeting, by the sudden and lamented death of 
their valued friend and associate, Dr. William West, without 
placing on record their sincere feelings of regret, at an event 
which has snatched from the successful pursuits of Science, 
one whose exertions had been honorably devoted to its cul- 
tivation, and had been endeared by his social and amiable 
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qualities to the affections of his personal friends, as much as 
to the friends of literature by his labours for its advance- 
ment." 

Resolved, — " That the Council be directed to prepare 
and forward through the proper channel, an address to her 
Majesty, Queen Victoria, condoling with her on the death 
of his late Majesty, King William, congratulating her on 
her accessien to the throne, and requesting ber Majesty's 
patronage for the Academy." 

DONATIONS. 

Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, held 
at Philadelphia, for promoting Useful Knowledge. Vol. V. 
New Series. Part 3. Presented by the Society. 

Memoires de la Societe Geologique de France Vols. I. 
and II. Parts 1 and 2. Presented by the Society. 

Bulletin de la Societe Geologique de Franee. Tome VIII. 
Feuilles 1 — 20. 5 Numbers. Presented by the same. 

General Charte der Geographischen Verbreitung und des 
Ganges der Cholera, 1816 — 37. By Emil Isensee. Pre- 
sented by the Author. 

Neues System ssur Ubersicht der inneren Krankheiten des 
Menschen. By the same. Presented by the same. 

Transactions of the Royal Society of Literature of the 
United Kingdom. Vol. III. Part 1. Presented by the 
Society. 

Royal Society of Literature. — Annual Report. — Presi- 
dent's Address. — List of Members, 1837. Presented by the 
same. 

Memorias da Academia R. das Sciencias de Lisboa. 
Tomo XII. Parte 1. Presented by the Society. 

Transactions of the Statistical Society of London. Vol. I. 
Pa£rt 1. Presented by the Society. 

County Book ofKildare, Lent Asssizes, 1835. Presented 
by Jeffries Kingsley, Esq. 
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Astronomische Nachrichten. By H. H. C. Schumacher. 
Also Nos. 312—326. Presented by the Author. 

Account of some Experiments made in different Parts of 
Europe on Terrestrial Magnetical Intensity, particularly with 
Reference to iheEffect of Height. ByJamesD.Forbes, Esq., 
F. R- SS. L. and E., F. L. S. Presented by the Author. 

On the Temperatures and Geological Relations of certain 
Hot Springs, particularly those of the Pyrenees ; and on the 
Verification of Thermometers. By the same. Presented 
by the same. 

Note relative to the supposed Origin of the deficient Rays 
in the Solar Spectrum : being an Account of an Experiment 
made at Edinburgh during the annular Eclipse of 15th May, 
1836. By the same. Presented by the same. 

Ancient and Modern Alphabets of the popular Hindoo 
Languages of the Southern Peninsula of India. By Captain 
Henry Harkness, M. R. A. S. Presented by the Author. 

Proceedings of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland. — Anniversary Meeting, and Fourteenth 
Annual Report of the Council, $c. Presented by the So- 
ciety. 

Researches on Hydrodynamics. By John Scott Russell, 
Esq. M. A., F. R. S. E. Presented by the Author. 

Histoire des Maladies observees a la grande Armee Fran- 
caise, pendant les Campanes de Russie en 1812, et oVAlle- 
magne en 1813. Par le Chevalier de Kerckhove dit de 
Kirckhoff. Presented by the Author. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute of the State of Pensyl- 
vania and Mechanics' Register. Vol. XIX. New Series. 
Edited by Thomas P. Jones, M. D. Presented by the 
Franklin Institute. 

Report of the Committee of the Franklin Institute of the 
State of Pennsylvania,for the Promotion of the Mechanic Arts 
on the Explosion of Steam Boilers, of Experiments made at 
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the request of the Treasury Department of the United States. 
Part II. Presented by the same. 

De FAffinite des Langues Celtiques avec le Sanscrit. Par 
Adolphe Pictet. Presented by the Author. 

Proceedings of the Geological Society of London, Nos. 47 
— 51 ; together with a List of the Society, April 1st, 1837. 
Presented by the Society. 

The History of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. Vol. 
II. By James Seaton Reid, D. D., M. R. I. A. Presented 
by the Author. 

Etudes Grammaticales sur la Langue Euskarienne. Par 
A. Th. d'Abbadie, et J. Augustin Chaho, de Navarre. Pre- 
sented by the former. 

Natuur kundige Verhan delingen van de Hollandske 
Maatschappij der Wetenschappen te Haarlem. From Vol. 
XIII. to XXXIII. Presented by the Dutch Society. 

Reports of the British Association for the Advancement 
of Science. 5 Vols. Presented by the Association. 



November 30. (Stated Meeting.) 

His Grace the ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN, V. P., 

in the Chair. 

The Secretary of the Council having officially communi- 
cated the decease of the President, 

It was resolved, — " That no further business should be 
proceeded in, until the next Meeting of the Academy, on 
Monday, December 11th, when it was resolved, that the 
President, in place of Dr. Lloyd, and the new Member of 
Council, in place of Dr. West, should be elected." 

Adjourned to Monday, December 11th, 1837. 



